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Abstract

The MPEG-21 Multimedia Framework provides for controlled distribution of multimedia works
through its Intellectual Property Management and Protection (“IPMP”) Components and Rights
Expression Language (“MPEG REL”). The IPMP Components provide a framework by which the
components of an MPEG-21 digital item can be protected from undesired access, while MPEG
REL provides a mechanism for describing the conditions under which a component of a digital
item may be used and distributed.

This chapter describes how the IPMP Components and MPEG REL were used to implement a
series of digital rights management applications at the Cooperative Research Centre for Smart
Internet Technology in Australia. While the IPMP Components and MPEG REL were initially
designed to facilitate the protection of copyright, the applications also show how the technology
can be adapted to the protection of private personal information and sensitive corporate
information.



